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Thank you for leading a small group studying How to Love Your 

Neighbor Without Being Weird! These materials are designed to be 

practical, yet adaptableðwe welcome unique perspectives and varied 

personalities. Each personôs expression of love for their neighbor will 

be as different as the neighborhoods that dot your community.  

 

The resources in the Participantôs and Leaderôs Guides are completely 

different from the material in the book. The Guides are designed to be 

used with the book and they do include new bonus material. The tips and tools in the Guide complement the 

book while taking you to a new level and deeper understanding of your neighborhood.  

The entire guide can be printed for each participant, or you can print each week as needed. Participants can 

also download the guide to their computer, tablet or smartphone (the link is on page 5). The book and guide 

can be covered in 12 weeks, or you can spread it out over 24 weeks if you meet bi-weekly.  

If you want to commit the entire year to loving your neighbor, you could meet every other week, switching 

between the book and the guide each time. Donôt be  afraid to go long with this study, because building 

relationships in our neighborhoods takes time. We donôt want to create short-lived excitement with a ñlove 

your neighborò campaign; rather, we want to enact long-lasting cultural change in our communities. It wonôt 

be fast, but it will be worth it! 

 

Visit my website at www.amylively.com/free-gifts to download and print a Snack Sign Up and Guest List for 

your small group. We encourage you to have others bring snacks to your group because it takes the burden off 

you as hostess and also increases commitment and a sense of responsibility for your guests. The Guest List is 

perfect for following up with your guests and sharing everyoneôs contact information.  

As your guests consider inviting their neighbors into their homes, they may enjoy these free resources, too! 

Youôll also find everything you need to start a Neighborhood Caf® womenôs Bible study at 

www.amylively.com/caf®.  

 

Hereôs a suggested timeline that will allow time for fellowship, study, application and reflection.  

¶ 15 minutes Food and Fellowship 

¶ 20 minutes Next Best Step review 

¶ 40 minutes Weekly Challenge (ñHow toéò and ñWhy toéò) 

¶ 15 minutes  Prayer Requests 

Again, adjust this recommendation to fit the needs of your group. Always end on time out of respect for your 

guests, their waiting families and childcare providers.  

 

https://www.amylively.com/free-gifts/
https://www.amylively.com/cafe/
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Please be assured, you donôt have to have all the answers to facilitate this group! You donôt have to be the 

perfect neighbor. You do, however, have to have a sincere desire to love your neighbors because you love 

Jesus. Prepare by reading the appropriate chapter in the book, and read over each week before you meet.  

And of course, pray like crazy! Pray for peace in your own home. Pray for open hearts, open eyes, and open 

minds for your guests. And pray for the neighbors known only to God who will be impacted by your study.  

 

 

The questions in this guide are designed to get your guests gabbing. Watch for this amazing phenomena: when 

a guest has spoken once, she will almost always speak again! This is why itôs important to begin with a 

fellowship time to build relationships. Besides, someone will always be running late! Your willingness to be 

honest in your sharing will set the stage for the other women.  

Don't be afraid of silence. When you ask a question, count to 10 before answering yourself. Allow long, 

awkward gaps between answers and glance around the room to see if anyone looks like theyôd rather swallow a 

worm than share whatôs on the tip of their tongue. This is where continual prayer comes in handy!  

Itôs easy to drift into gossip, grumbling and complaining when talking about our neighbors. Be watchful for 

this tone, and quickly steer the conversation in a healthier direction. Acknowledge frustration while 

encouraging empathy, compassion and integrity.  

If a guest is sharing ñTMIò (Too Much Information) or is dominating the discussion with a lengthy story, you 

must take control for the sake of your other guests. Gently interrupt with a summary of the need to let her 

know sheôs been heard and understood, while giving you back the reins. Move on by saying, ñWould anyone 

else like to share?ò 

 

Please remind your group that prayer requests (and everything shared in your group, for that matter) are to be 

held in strict confidence and not shared outside of the group. For the purpose of this study, you may want to 

limit the prayers requests and praises to those of the guests, their immediate families, and their neighbors.  

  

We are praying for you and look forward to hearing your stories! Weôre accessible and available; our contact 

information is on the inside cover and weôd love to talk about whatôs happening in your neighborhood. As your 

hearts are stirred, just move your feet and let the Lord guide your hands. He will always lead you to His people 

and give you a glimpse of His kingdom! 

 

 



п 

 

Welcome! Although Iôve never met you, I already know a few things about you. I know you love Jesus, or you 

wouldn't commit your time and energy to study His #2 command. I know you already love your neighbor, or 

you wouldnôt read a book about ways to love them more.  

And I know you do want to love your neighbor more. More sincerely, more effectively. You want to get rid of 

the guilt, and finally get this right. I know you donôt want to be weird, you donôt want to be offensive, you 

donôt want to push people away as you try to draw them near.  

I know youôre already thinking, ñI donôt have time for this!ò I know your calendar is full, your family needs 

you, and youôre already serving at your church. You have a job, responsibilities, commitments.  

And fears. You have plenty of fears. What if your neighbors donôt like you? What if you donôt like them? 

What if they reject you? What if they expect you to know the answers to all lifeôs questions? What if they 

become needy and demanding?  

Weôve each struggled with our own fears in our own neighborhoods. But Iôm here to tell you: you can learn 

how to love your neighbor, and live to tell the tale! I have knocked on doors, opened my home, sat around 

kitchen tables sipping coffee. I have made plenty of mistakes, but then I made friends. I discovered the sheer 

genius of Godôs command and discovered joy in what I once dreaded.  

I was delighted when my friend Sara agreed to collaborate with me on the Small Group Guide to accompany 

How to Love Your Neighbor Without Being Weird. God introduced us in the most interesting way, and Heôs 

united our hearts in this mission to love our neighbors. While we have very different personalities and 

perspectives, we are united in our desire to bring God glory in our neighborhoods. Sara lives at sea level with 

her husband, two children and a puppy named Coco. My husband and I have an empty nest in the High 

Rockies of Colorado. Sara hangs out with Millennials, Iôm closer to Baby Boomers. Saraôs an introvert, Iôm  

an extrovert. We live in different time zones and have different hobbies. But between the two of us, thereôs no 

fear you could have that we havenôt battled, and thereôs no excuse you could make that we havenôt already 

argued before the Lord.  
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This Participantôs Guide walks you through each chapter of How to Love Your 

Neighbor Without Being Weird by Amy Lively. As you read the book with your 

small group, Bible study, book club, or in your personal devotions, youôll learn 

how to overcome your fears about sharing your faith. 

The ñNext Best Stepsò from the end of each chapter are included in your Guide 

(with space to record your responses), along with a weekly challenge that will 

take you out of the comfort of your living room and into the lives of your 

neighbors. Sara wrote the Why, and Amy wrote the How. Thereôs also space to 

write your prayers and praises and keep a record of how God is working in 

your neighborhood.  

As you make this leap, please feel free to adapt these tips, tools and techniques 

to your personality, your neighborsô needs, and the situation at hand. Some ideas will work 

beautifully in your neighborhood, others will notðand thatôs okay! Find what works for you, then send us your 

stories, ideas and suggestions to help and encourage someone else.  

If you download the Guide to your computer, smartphone or tablet, the links will be active 

and youôll have instant access to neighborly advice! There are also brief videos from Amy 

and Sara each week. You can download the guide and find the videos by scanning this code 

with your phone, or visit www.amylively.com/guides.  

Please connect with me on Facebook (@amylivelyauthor) or Instagram (@amylively) and 

my blog (www.amylively.com) for more tips and tools to love your neighbor!  

Leader: _________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: _________________________________________________________________________________  

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Directions/Parking: _______________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Childcare?   Ç No       Ç Yes: RSVP by  ____________________________________________________  

Day & Time: ____________________________________________________________________________  

Dates: _____________________________________   ______________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _____________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _____________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _____________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _____________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _____________________________________________  

https://www.amylively.com/guides/
http://www.facebook.com/amylivelyauthor
https://www.instagram.com/amylively/
http://www.howtoloveyourneighbor.com
http://www.howtoloveyourneighbor.com/guides
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The problem with loving your neighboré 

1.   _______________________________________  

  _______________________________________  

2.   _______________________________________  

  _______________________________________  

3.   _______________________________________  

  _______________________________________  

4.   _______________________________________  

  _______________________________________  

5.   _______________________________________  

  _______________________________________  

 

 

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________   _______________________________________________  

Names & Notes 

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  

 _________________________________________  
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1. Have you ever pretended to be someone youôre not? When we get tired of our charade, there are three 

options: blow your cover, bow out, or become who youôre pretending to be. Which did you do? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Who are your gGgôs? Plan a special time to get together so you can tell them how much theyôve meant to 

you, or send a handwritten card of appreciation. If you donôt have a good, godly girlfriend, ask God to 

bring someone special into your life. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Have you ever experienced a setback just as you were stepping up into a new phase of your faith? How did 

you get through this trying time? Who helped you? Did your faith become stronger or was it undermined? 

When it happens again, how will you respond? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

4. What is the view from your window? Describe the relationships you have in your neighborhood. Do you 

know your neighbors? Have you ever had a spiritual conversation with a neighbor? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Where is God asking you for ñfive minutes of total, uncompromising obedienceò? Have you been arguing 

and debating with Him about anything He is nudging you to do? Recall a time you obeyed God first and 

asked questions later. How does obedience make things clear? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  
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When God puts a desire in your heart to love your neighbor, your first reaction is 

to do something. You need to bring them a meal. You need to send them a note. 

You need to invite them to Bible Study. You need to save their souls! This often 

ignites fear of failure, fear of your neighborôs reaction, fear of messing this up 

somehow. Action seems urgent and necessaryé but prayer seems like a last 

resort. Yet, it is prayer that serves as a powerful agent of change and a weapon 

against fear. 

Praying for your neighbors passionately, and persistently will cause you to 

experience your faith in new and powerful ways. Look at what Jesus Himself said 

about the importance of prayer. 

And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. 

Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be 

opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, 

finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Luke 11:9-10 

¶ Circle the phrases that are repeated in these verses.  

¶ Underline the promises Jesus gives regarding prayer. 

¶ Have you ever seen a life transformed by prayer? Did you yourself 

participate in praying for that person? How did that affect your faith? 

Jesus compares prayer to knocking on a door. God wants to open the door and let 

you in on what He is up to in your neighborhood! He has a plan, He is already at 

work, but we have to decide if we want to be involved or not. Prayer won't change 

God's heart toward your neighbors (He's already crazy about them!), but it will 

change you.  

Paul provides us with a prayer that will unlock doors in our neighborhoodsð  

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a 

door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray 

that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most 

of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how to answer everyone. Colossians 4:2-6 NIV 

¶ What does it look like to be watchful in your neighborhood? What are you thankful about in your 

neighborhood? 

¶ What is the ñmystery of Christò? Read Ephesians 3:1-12 for more explanation. 

¶ Underline Paulôs ñprayer requestsò.  

Letôs translate these verses into a personal prayer for you and the neighbors who live around youð 

ñLord, help me to be watchful to what is happening in the lives of my neighbors. Thank you for placing 

me here and entrusting these people to me to love. Please open a door for me, that I may tell my 

neighbors the Good News about Jesus. Help me to proclaim it clearly, as I should. Help me be wise in 

the way I act toward (Danielle, The Smiths, my co-worker); show me how to make the most of every 

opportunity. Let my conversation be gracious and attractive and give me the right response for anyone 

who does not yet believe in you. Amen.ò 
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There are no perfect prayersé but with that being said, there are countless ways 

you can pray for your neighbors! Adapt any of these tips for your personality, 

your schedule and the needs in your neighborhood.  

¶ Register at www.blesseveryhome.com to instantly receive a free, detailed 

map of your neighborhood with the names and addresses of your 100 closest 

neighbors. Pick two of them, and pray for them by name. Update your map as 

you pray for each neighbor. This site is a treasure of detailed information 

about your neighborhoodðand it's all free! 

¶ Write the name of two neighbors you commit to pray for through the end of 

this study: 

1. ______________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________ 

¶ Sometimes I write my prayers in a scribbly scrawl no one will ever decipher, 

but the act of writing helps me concentrate. Close your eyes at the keyboard 

and pour out a letter to the Lord. Give God time to talk while you listen, and 

remember that a serendipitous thought may be His soft whisperðso jot down 

any ideas that come during prayer.  

¶ If youôd like to keep a record of Godôs faithfulness, write your prayers in a 

Prayer Journal or the back of an envelopeðthe important thing is to engage 

your mind with your hand, to create a visual reminder of who youôre praying 

for, and remember to praise God when He responds. 

Pray along with these songs and ask God to make them reality in your 

community. You can find them all on YouTube, Spotify, iTunes or Amazon.  

Personalize these powerful Scriptures for you and your neighbors... 

¶ Pray that you will be transparent and show your own need for a Savior: 

"This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: 

'Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners'ðand I am the 

worst of them all. But God had mercy on me so that Christ 

¶ Do Something by Matthew West 

¶ City on Our Knees by Toby Mac 

¶ God of this City by Chris Tomlin 

¶ Set the World on Fire by Britt Nicole 

¶ Follow You by Leeland  

¶ Give Me Your Eyes by Brandon Heath 

https://blesseveryhome.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_RjndG0IX8
http://youtu.be/v9XyAMnSh6g
http://youtu.be/d61LamkXfwk
http://youtu.be/lt7rTvOqYe0
http://youtu.be/4ajIFfSaEzE
http://youtu.be/P5AkNqLuVgY

